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“The IAC has been an exceptional 
program in providing the training 
engineers need for a career in the field of 
energy efficiency.  Yin Yin has been a 
perfect example of how well the IAC 
program has helped her become the 
experienced engineer she is nowadays – 
very detail oriented, professional, 
technically strong and efficient.” 

 Sandra Chow, P.E., C.E.M. 
Senior Mechanical Engineer | BASE 
Energy, Inc. 
 

 

 

 
 

Yin Yin Wu is a San Francisco State University IAC alumna who graduated with her BS 
in Mechanical Engineering in 2006.  After graduation, Yin Yin went to work at BASE 
Energy where she is a Senior Mechanical Engineer.  

When discussion her experience with the IAC program, Yin Yin recalls how valuable 
the program was in teaching her how to manage projects and communicate with 
customers.  She recognizes that, just as important as the technical training received 
from IAC, the communications skills and project management aptitude developed 
while in the program are what she has carried with her from the IAC to her current 
professional position. 
 
 

 
According to Yin Yin, what sets the IAC program apart from 
any other program is the opportunity for to gain practical 
experience through the on-site assessments. Yin Yin 
comments that, “Learning fundamentals in class is one 
thing, but seeing it in practice in the IAC is very valuable.”  
 
Due to the exceptional training and knowledge Yin Yin 
gained in the IAC, she was able to bypass the training that 
other young engineers at BASE energy must complete.  
From her IAC work, Yin Yin was already adept at contacting 
customers and skilled at completing analyses.  This allowed 
her to begin contributing meaningful work to the company 
immediately.   
 
Conversely to her own ability to “hit the ground running” at 
BASE ENERGY, Yin Yin estimates that on average she works 
with each non-IAC engineers for a year to get them to the 
place that she started with her IAC experience.   


