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The Need 

 

 Innovation will be the single most important 

factor in determining America’s success through 

the 21st century  

 

- Innovate America, Council on Competiveness 



The Need 

Motivating factors: 

 Globalization 

 Increased Competition 

 Continuous advances in technology 

 Change from manufacturing to knowledge based 

economy 



How 

Innovative solutions can be found at the 

intersection of business insight and technological 

invention 

 



Benefits for Engineering Graduates 

 Weave into engineers the professional business 

skills and experiences that will firmly set 

graduates on a path to industry leadership 

positions 

 Identify and capitalize on high-potential business 

opportunities 

 Work successfully with the business side of 

product planning and development 



Benefits for Engineering Graduates 

 Understand the drivers of business success 

(profitability, etc.) 

 Be able to collaborate in cross-functional teams 

comprised of business and engineering 

professionals 

 Have the ability to communicate to non-technical 

managers and customers 



Benefits for Business Graduates 

 Identify, evaluate, and capitalize on high-

potential business opportunities, particularly 

ones based on new technologies 

 Work successfully with the technical side of 

product planning and development 

 Gain a broad understanding of technology 

 

 



Benefits for Business Graduates 

 Be able to collaborate in cross-functional teams 

comprised of business and engineering 

professionals 

 Have the ability to communicate with technical 

professionals 

 Integrate functional areas to effectively plan for 

growth and development of technology based 

businesses 

 

 

 



Convergence at Bradley University 

Business and Engineering Convergence Center 

 327,000 sq. foot facility will house both colleges 

 200-seat auditorium  

 Two large innovation and commercialization laboratories  

 Technically sophisticated classrooms and additional 

conference rooms 

 Public areas for students and faculty from both colleges 

 



Convergence at Bradley University 

 

 Proposed Business and Engineering Convergence Center 



Convergence at Bradley University 

Convergence will be: 

 Interactive 

 Collaborative 

 Interdisciplinary 

 Real World Experience 

 Leadership Development 



Convergence at Bradley University 

Curriculum Convergence: 

 Awareness Programs 

 Realignment of Existing Courses 

 Development of Joint Courses 

 T-Person Experiences 



Benefits for the IAC 

 Effective management of assessment center 

operations 

 Utilization of new marketing strategies to recruit 

companies 

 Improved transference of information 

 Understand the needs and constraints of the company 

 Ability to write reports better targeted towards desired 

audience 

 Speak the language of business 

 Enhanced implementation proposals 

 Increased implementation rates 

 



Questions?? 


