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Overview

• IAC Metrics & Student Info
• Other Activities
• Student Certificates
• IAC Forum website
• Student Registry
• Program Highlights
• Upcoming Events
• Help!
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IAC Program and Workforce Development
Student Participation Overview

Year Participating 
Students

Students 
Completing 

Training

DOE IAC 
Certificates 

Issued

FY 2007 305 118 58

FY 2008 285 95 65

FY 2009 312 115 56

FY 2010 323 107 51

FY 2011* 235 38 31

* Through Q1 of FY 2011  Source: www.iacforum.org
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IAC Alumni are the Nation’s Premier Talent in 
Industrial Energy Efficiency:
Part of the New Green Work Force

• 2,900 students trained
• On average, 50% - 60% pursue energy-

related careers upon graduation
• 100 – 160 students departing each year
• Engineering fields including Mechanical, 

Industrial, Electrical; some Business 
school participants, also 

• Student status: Undergraduates – 75%, 
Graduates – 25%  

• Average time spent in IAC: 18 months



2011 IAC Student Meeting eere.energy.gov

Other Past-Year Activities

Alumni Case Studies
• Finished two alumni case studies

–Matan Marom, Syracuse
–Vitelio Silva, U. of Florida

• Located on IAC Forum website
• We Need More!!

Webcasts
–“Wiki-based Collaborative Energy 

Efficiency Reference”, Michael Koch, 
Oregon State IAC

2011 Student & Alumni Newsletter
• Several good student & alumni 
articles

• Available on IAC Forum website
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Student Certificates

• On-line requests are processed through the  
certificates link on www.iacforum.org

• Deadlines for requests occur 3 times per year:
– October 1, March 1, and July 1

• Qualification criteria for students and alumni 
– Minimum of two semesters or summers completed

– Minimum of 6 assessments conducted

– Demonstrates 7 of 9 core IAC skills (AR identification, report writing, 
savings calcs, teamwork, client interaction, utility data analysis, conceptual 
AR designs, leadership, others)

• Student initiates request online, Director/AD receives email 
notification with link and he/she completes the request online and 
submits request for final processing

• Students and alumni must be in the IAC registry to receive 
certificates

• Certificates are mailed to the Directors within 30 days of the request 
deadline for distribution
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IACForum vs. IAC.Rutgers

IACForum.org IAC.Rutgers.edu

• Registry – Student Records Database
• Job & Resume Postings
• Newsletters, Presentations, and 

Current Announcements

• Assessment Metrics Database
• Assessment Uploads
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IAC Student Forum Website

• Offers a window to IAC students and alumni for potential 
employers, policymakers, media, non-IAC schools

• Important announcements are listed on the home page

• Many students and alumni use the website to share information 
about their work

• We are always interested in new articles and highlights

• The career section is VERY 
effective at matching IAC 
students and alumni with 
energy-focused employers

– Post resumes regularly

– Remember to check the site 
frequently for new job 
opportunities!!

• Hoping to give it a “facelift” 
soon!!
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Student Registry and Exit Interviews

• Located at: http://www.iacforum.org/

• Lead Student Responsibilities
– Ensure that all students complete the registry when 

entering the IAC
– Ensure that all students complete the exit interview 

when departing the IAC
– Ensure that lead/active/inactive status information on 

students is current

• Lead Student Query should be used to maintain student 
status information regularly

– Active/Inactive student status
– Deactivating students: Lead students should change 

status of students who departed without an exit 
interview. Deactivation requires reason for departure 
and updated contact information. 

– Lead Student(s) appropriately identified
– Update contact information for alumni
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Registry Issues

 All Students MUST complete an IAC 
registry record when joining their respective 
centers

 An exit survey must be completed by each 
student prior to their departure from the IAC 
program

 It is important that the IAC Student Registry 
be accurate and up-to-date
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– Please review list of active students for accuracy!
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Why This Is SO Important

• Registry data defines the number of students in the IAC at any time
• Exit interviews identify the number of students that are departing for careers in 

energy
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IAC Highlights: Pictures, Video Clips, 
Articles & Stories
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Greening the Industrial Workforce 

"We get a real world perspective of a variety of industries. We learn 
about conservation and things companies need to do to save 

energy and money.” –Andrew Hanegan, Texas A&M IAC

An IAC student engineer uses an infrared gun at a 
manufacturing plant

IAC student engineers looking at HVAC equipment at 
a manufacturing plant

The IAC Difference 
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IAC Alumni: 
Leaders in the Green Workforce

Adam Knapp, (MS, PE, MBA, CEM) IAC Syracuse University
 Operations Leadership Associate at United Technologies
 Evaluated opportunities in the UK energy performance contracting market 

as research for MBA from Oxford University
 Former Project Engineer at Clough Harbour and Associates

Ben Erpelding (M.S., P.E., C.E.M) IAC San Diego
 Director, Optimum Energy LLC.
 Over 11 years of experience in energy efficiency
 Performed over 500 detailed HVAC energy assessments
 Erpelding’s efforts over the last 6 years resulted in a 16% decrease in San 

Diego County’s energy consumption

Gary Epstein, IAC University of Massachusetts
 UMass IAC Alumni founded ERS, Inc. 
 The primary objective at ERS, Inc. is to assist utilities, government and 

large commercial and industrial end users solve complex energy and 
resource problems in a cost effective manner.
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IAC Profiles

- University Briefs created 
for an Alliance to Save
Energy capital hill briefing 
(June 2010)
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Upcoming Events for Next Year:

Newsletter
• IAC news briefs from all centers
• Ideas for articles from students and 

alumni are accepted all year

Webinars
• Avenue of collaboration
• Topics of student interest?

2012 Student Meeting
• Location thoughts?
• Looking for new ideas and presentations from (& for) our 

students

IAC Re-Compete Solicitation
• New crowd next year?

ACEEE Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in Industry 
• July 26 - 29, 2011, Niagara Falls, NY
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Repeating once more…Please Help!

1. Pictures
2. Video Clips
3. Stories & Articles
4. Alumni Case Studies Suggestions
5. Presenters for webinars and IAC 

student meeting
6. Please keep on your Lead Student 

to maintain the registry
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LinkedIn IAC Group

• Established in year 2008
• Professional networking site 

for IAC students and alumni
• 240 members and counting
• News items, professional 

profiles, discussions
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Thank You!

Thomas Wenning
IAC Student Activities Coordinator
Residential, Commercial, and Industrial Energy Efficiency
Oak Ridge National Laboratory
865-241-8676, wenningtj@ornl.gov
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